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Chief Executives’ Task Force annual report calls on councils to embrace new ways of providing services
The body that oversees the work of the nine Regional Centres of Excellence (RCEs) concludes in its annual report published today that an acceleration of shared services between local authorities is one of the key tools in the drive towards greater efficiency – in step with one of the themes of the recently published White Paper.
The Chief Executives’ Task Force annual report for 2005/06, ‘Local government: a more efficient public service’, provides an analysis of local government’s track record on efficiency and a summary of the performance of the RCEs. It sets out the challenges facing local government and the RCEs as the efficiency and improvement agenda is about to intensify.
It concludes that the pace of transformation must quicken and its reach widen to meet future fiscal targets and the expectations of citizens. It calls for greater collaboration across authorities, an acceleration of shared services, smarter procurement and business process re-engineering to ensure local government remains on track.
Rob Sykes, Chair of the Chief Executives’ Task Force, said, “Local authorities have made an impressive start to meeting their efficiency targets while the RCEs have made huge strides in performance and I welcome the support given to them by the Department for Communities and Local Government. 
More….
Task Force annual report continued.

“Efficiency is a recurring theme throughout the White Paper. Councils must embrace new ways of providing essential services and the RCEs must prove that by responding to the needs of local authorities they are indispensable change agents for local government efficiency.”
- ends -

Note to editors
1. Copies of the booklet are being sent to all councils by the Regional Centres of Excellence. Further copies are available by ringing 020 7944 4145. An electronic version is also available at www.rcoe.gov.uk

2. Funded by the Department for Communities and Local Government, the nine Regional Centres of Excellence are the lead change agents for local government efficiency. They are supporting councils to secure millions of pounds in efficiencies that are being re-invested in better front-line services. Uniquely placed to bring councils together, they are run by local government, bring additional capacity and are results focused. 
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