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Date: 23 August 2007 
Waste management online resource gives access to all
To celebrate the Waste Information Network’s (WIN) first birthday, new features have been added including opening access to all who are looking for up to date waste management information.  Developed by the South East Centre of Excellence, WIN has steadily grown to become one of the most comprehensive web based resources for waste professionals.
WIN now has over 700 registered users who use it daily to help their local authorities increase procurement efficiencies, improve services and achieve cost savings.   WIN was previously only accessible to local authority officers, but recent updates mean that anyone can now gain access by registering at www.win.org.uk 
From the outset, WIN sought to fill the information gap by providing a single source of procurement information.  Useful features on WIN include a document library containing over 350 reports, best practice case studies, toolkits, photo library, contract database, and procurement and efficiencies guidance.  
Steve Lee, CEO of Chartered Institute of Wastes Management (CIWM) said, ‘The Waste Information Network has proved to be a marvellous addition to the Resource and Waste Management industry so far.  We are very pleased to see the expansion of the site to enable industry and the public to learn from what is a very comprehensive portal. In the CIWM’s opinion, WIN is a vital one-stop-shop for waste related resources, and we will continue to support it.’ 
More follows…
Prof David C Wilson, Chair of Defra’s Waste and Resources Research Advisory Group said, ‘WIN has proved to be a very valuable resource for the waste and resources research community and I am pleased to see that it will expand its audience to cover the whole of the waste industry. The information it has enabled Local Government to gain is immense and something which the South East Centre of Excellence should be proud of.’
Prof Adam Read, Head of Waste Management at Hyder Consulting Limited said, ‘WIN has been an invaluable resource for local authorities, and their officers, enabling them to benefit from and build upon the work undertaken by others.  From a consultants view, WIN will undoubtedly help to inform LA staff and assist them in developing new initiatives and procuring new projects on which we can assist, helping drive forward the sustainable waste management agenda at all levels of government. There is little doubt that this will be a useful reference for the entire waste management sector, helping to inspire more progress, greater synergy and cross fertilisation of ideas and experiences, which will ensure more effective working for all those involved in municipal waste management.’ 
WIN can be accessed on www.win.org.uk 
- Ends - 

Notes to Editors:

1. WIN is part of a wider collaboration between the Regional Centres of Excellence, Defra, WIP, WRAP and the IDeA in a bid to support councils to deliver efficiency gains on recycling, waste collection, treatment and disposal and street cleansing services.

2. Funded by Communities and Local Government, the nine Regional Centres of Excellence are the lead change agents for local government efficiency. They are supporting councils to secure millions of pounds in efficiencies that are being re-invested in better front-line services. Uniquely placed to bring councils together, they are run by local government, they bring additional capacity and are results focused.
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