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the wrapperwhat’s on and what’s been?

Welcome to this first edition of our 
newsletter  ‘The Wrapper’, designed to 
keep our stakeholders informed about our 
activities and conveying some of the 
many climate related stories from around 
the region. oClimate East Midlands is one 
of nine such Regional Climate Change 
Partnerships around the UK, recognised 
and part funded by central Government. 

Our partnership consists of six 
organisations, working together to 
coordinate action on the causes and 
consequences of climate change. We 
work with a variety of other partners to 
support regional and local action to help 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
adapt to the risks and opportunities of 
a changing climate. 

oClimate East Midlands grew out of the 
earlier East Midlands Climate Change 
Steering Group which was set up by the 
Regional Assembly in 2003 and chaired by 
Nick King and later Sharon Palmer from the 
Environment Agency. The Steering Group 
proved to be an excellent forum for 
innovation, e.g. revising and relaunching the 
Nottingham Declaration on Climate 
Change, in the days before the introduction 
of the climate indicators into the Local 
Government Performance Framework and 
the Climate Change Act 2008.

Following the launch of our Regional 
Climate Change Programme of Action in 
February 2009 by Environment Secretary 

Why The Wrapper?
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Historic Environment and Climate 
Change workshop
16th July 2009. 

Over 70 stakeholders came together at 
Nottingham’s Ice Centre to consider the 
effects of climate change on the region’s 
historic buildings, landscapes, parks, gardens 
and other treasures (Lincolnshire alone has 
33,000 historic assets). This Defra funded 
project was a joint enterprise between the 
Regional Heritage Forum and oClimate East 
Midlands. Several participants complained 
about the heat in the room, but all that sweat 
generated a great deal of rich material thanks 
to expert facilitation and was carefully 
captured by organisers, the Council for British 
Archaeology. The outputs from the event are 
being used to inform other regions, English 
Heritage, Defra, national guidance to local 
authorities and an ongoing dialogue in the 
East Midlands. More details at: 
http://www.britarch.ac.uk/conservation/
climate/workshop

Grateful thanks to Jim Williams, Bas Payne, 
Paul Bodenham and Anthony Streeten at 
English Heritage; Ken Smith at the Peak 
District National Park Authority; Gill Chitty 
and Sue Morecroft at CBA and Peter 
Woodward, Quest Assoc- 
iates for their respective 
contributions – and Defra 
for financial support.

Expo 2009

The region's largest sustainable 
development event, Expo 2009 took place 
at the Walkers' Stadium in Leicester on 
8th October. The place was humming with 
activity from exhibitors and workshops 
and was well covered in the local press 
and regional TV. Video highlights will 
shortly be available.

What’s on What elseNews from around the region

Helen’s recent acceptance into the Faculty 
of Public Health (pictured above) recognises 
these achievements and also a new NHS 
emphasis on climate change - a national 
Carbon Management Strategy was published 
by the new NHS Sustainable Development 
Unit in 2008.

The strides made by the NHS in Nottingham 
were also recognised in the recent regional 
Health and Social Care Awards, where 
Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust 
(pictured below) won the first ever Low Carbon 
Award for its work on local food procurement 
and sustainable travel.

A Healthy Climate  
oClimate East Midlands is delighted to welcome 
Helen Ross on to the regional scene, on 
secondment to the Department for Health 
from NHS Nottingham, where she has 
pioneered many climate friendly initiatives 
over the last decade that also benefit health.  

Carbon Positive Awards
In another new award scheme launched earlier 
this year by Business in the Community, Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing (UK) Ltd at Burnaston 
near Derby were the overall winners of the 
East Midlands Carbon Positive Awards. This 
recognised the company’s innovative and 
successful efforts to reduce carbon emissions 
by some 40% from the paint shop, one of the 
most energy intensive parts of the production 
line that produces the Avensis model.

Other winners were:

CarbonLow Emissions Ltd of Matlock in 
Derbyshire (in the under 50 employees 
category), who demonstrated a targeted 
approach to reducing their emissions, including 
requiring staff to submit monthly carbon 
statements along with their travel expenses!

East Midlands Airport at Castle Donington 
(over 50 employees category). This high profile 
organisation has embedded a low carbon 
approach by ensuring that all employees have 
an annual personal performance objective 
relating to CO2 reduction, and through the 
development of The Pier, a new departure 
lounge that boasts a number of low 
energy initiatives.

 

Nottingham is also the first Primary Trust in 
the UK to carry out a Local Climate Impact 
Profile to assess the impact of extreme weather 
on local health services. This was carried 
out by Alex Hopkinson. We look forward to 
seeing all that good practice spread more 
widely around the region!

Climate change is everyone's business Acting on the causes and consequences of climate change

Helen Ross (l) receiving her Honorary 
Membership from Jenny Griffiths (r), with Dr 

John Tomlinson and Dr Chris Packham

The Low Carbon Award winning team from 
Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust

Iconic Parkland Gateway development in Corby

Corby: Green Regeneration
Following the demise of the steel industry 
which resulted in decades of unemployment, 
health inequalities and negative press, Corby in 
Northamptonshire is undergoing a dramatic 
green transformation.

The flagship of the resurgence is the iconic 
Parkland Gateway development, comprising 
a new civic centre, theatre, library and 
international swimming pool, all attaining 
BREEAM Very Good or Excellent ratings. 
Sustainability features include natural 
ventilation, rainwater harvesting and a living 
roof combined with the stunning aesthetics 
of award-winning architecture.  

Adjacent to the new buildings are the ancient 
Hazel and Thoroughsale Woods, which are 
now benefiting from a £1.25 million woodland 
management plan designed to protect 
biodiversity and enhance access to and 
enjoyment of the woodlands by Corby 
residents and visitors. 

A major road between the development and 
the town centre is set to become closed to all 
traffic but pedestrian access and public 
transport is being created to link the woodlands 
to Parkland Gateway, the town centre and new 
railway station. This will help increase 
accessibility and is designed to discourage 
single occupancy car use.

The Parkland Gateway development is a bold 
statement and sets a precedent for the future. 
It will help Corby Borough Council meet its 
ambitious carbon reduction targets, and is a 
statement to local community and business. 
No longer is Corby second best – and while 
Corby is going green, others may also be going 
slightly green with envy…

Thanks to Simon Winch at Corby Borough 
Council for this story. Got a climate story you'd 
like us to feature? Please get in touch.

Hilary Benn MP, it felt appropriate to put 
in place a new and improved structure to 
deliver projects and meet targets: to 
reduce regional carbon dioxide emissions 
by an average of 10% per person 
(according to National Indicator 186) 
and to achieve an average rating of 
Level 3 against National Indicator 188 
Planning to adapt to Climate Change. 

These targets reflect those that have 
been formally agreed between central 
and local government through our nine 
Local Area Agreements (one for each city 
and county across the region).
 
Our main business is now conducted by a 
Management Group (pictured), which is 
chaired by Kevin Baillie, Head of 
Sustainable Economic Development at 
emda. Our work is overseen by an 
Executive Panel of directors chaired by 
Mark Sitton-Kent, Director of the 
Environment Agency’s Midlands 
Region. This newsletter provides a flavour 
of what we’re about and how we aim to 
engage and support our stakeholders.

1.  It’s a regular wrap up of regional 
 climate change news

2.  It will sometimes contain other new 
 climate related publications, acting 
 as a wrapper

3.  It refers to the thinness and fragility of 
 the earth’s atmosphere, which is 
 sometimes described as being similar 
 in scale to a sheet of paper wrapped 
 around a football
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What’s been

IDeA Leadership Academy
2nd - 3rd December, 
Warwick Conference Centre

EMIEP are funding a 2-day residential IDeA 
Leadership Academy event on Climate 
Change. It is designed for climate change 
portfolio holders, opposition spokespersons 
on climate change and scrutiny members. 
A limited number of places will be available. 
EMIEP welcomes expressions of interest. 
Please email anne.gayfer@nottscc.gov.uk or 
call  07554 439 131.

UK Climate Projections 09
Projections in Practice week, 
9–12 November 2009

Following the Government’s national 
launching of the UK Climate Projections in 
the summer,a series of free regional events 
are taking place over the autumn and come 
to the East Midlands in November, by Defra 
and the UK Climate Impacts Programme. 
This latest set of projections provides a 
much more detailed picture of the potential 
future climate and is intended to help 
people better understand and consequently 
manage their climate risks.

Monday 9th November, 
Knuston Hall, Northampton – Business
Aimed at businesses, business advisors 
and business support organisations

Tuesday 10th November, 
Ramada Hotel, Leicester – LSP/LRF
Aimed at members of Local Strategic 
Partnerships and Local Resilience Forums

Wednesday 11th November, 
GOEM, Nottingham – 
Climate Friendly Communities
Aimed at regional and local organisations 
that support community groups

Thursday 12th November, 
Lincoln Drill Hall – Coast
Aimed at planners, farmers and natural 
environment organisations (statutory 
and voluntary)

There is a similar format for each event, with 
a general introduction and discussion in the 
morning session and a smaller training 
session on UKCP09 tools in the afternoon. 

To book a place, please visit 
www.bookwhen.com/eastmidlands or 
contact Ian Porteous on 0115 971 2700, 
ian.porteous@goem.gsi.gov.uk 
(if you wish to register for the afternoon 
training session).

New Post

oClimate East Midlands will shortly be joined 
by a new Regional Adaptation Advisor, 
which Defra has kindly agreed to fund, to 
lead the development of a region wide 
adaptation network and support the wider 
activities of the Partnership.
 

New Reports

A range of recent reports related to climate 
change, including Renewable Energy 
Capacity, Coastal Study, Water Resources 
and Flood Risk Appraisal are available on 
the Regional Assembly website, as 
supporting documents to the current 
Partial Review of the Regional Plan. 
www.emra.gov.uk

END QUOTE

‘Before long, the region's historic places will be facing 
very different conditions from those for which they 
were created. We need to plan ahead, and make sure 
heritage helps the region respond to climate change.’ 

Anthony Streeten, Regional Director of English 
Heritage in the East Midlands 

This publication is printed on paper made from 
100% recycled paper using vegtable inks.

Why not a digital newsletter?
The Wrapper will be available as a download 
from our new website and stakeholders will be 
invited to sign up to receive automatic 
notification. In order to make an initial impact 
and get people interested, we have decided to 
print the first few editions (as a short print run 
on recycled paper). This is to encourage people 
to read it wherever’s convenient and to pass it 
on to help spread the word. We welcome your 
views on this – where did you read yours?

Inside this issue

Contact OClimate East Midlands

New Website on its way
A new regional climate change website 
will be online by Christmas 2009 at 
www.climate-em.org.uk, with lots of 
useful materials for our stakeholders. 
We are also planning further phases 
in order to provide a range of online 
interactive tools to help in reducing 
emissions and in adapting to 
unavoidable climate change.

Contact Climate East Midlands
In the meantime, if you wish to 
get in touch, please contact our 
Regional Coordinator by email: 
mike.peverill@emra.gov.uk 
or phone: 07854 284 588. 


